STATE OF GEORGIA
CITY OF HIRAM
ORDINANCE NO. 2020-05

A DECLARATION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY ARISING
BECAUSE OF COVID-19; AN ORDINANCE TAKING
IMMEDIATE EMERGENCY MEASURES

WHEREAS, the President of the United States declared a National Public Health
Emergency on March 13, 2020; and

WHEREAS, the Governor; of ‘the State of GeorgIa ‘declared a State Public Health
Emergency on March. 14,2020 and urged “local ofﬁmals to do what’s in the best interests
of their commumtles 1o keep people safe and: stop the spread of coronavn"us on March

19, 2020; and

"l“':

WHE_REAS -the World Heaith Orgamzatlon has declared Coronavn'us Dlsease 2019
(CO_VlD 19) a world heal’th emergency and a pandeImc and : :

WHEREAS?_ the number of conﬁrmed cases and ‘deaths .from COVID 19 is. escalatmg

WHER _'S on March 23 2020 chemor K anno _ced that “certain md1v1duals
with an ncfeased risk of comphcatlons from COVID-19 to isolate, quarantme or shelter
in place,” covemng ‘those who' “livesin 1(‘;)1r1g-tern'1I cate facilities, have chromc Iung discase,
are undergoing cancer-treatment, have a posmve COVID 19 test,“are suspected to have
COVID-19 because of their symptorns or exposure, or have been exposed to someone who
has COVID-19,” and that the Department of Public Health would institute rules and
regulations to implement such measures;

WHEREAS, on March 23, 2020, Governor Kemp additionally announced measures to
“close all bars and nightclubs and ...ban all gatherings of ten or more people” unless they
can assure spacing for at least six (6) feet apart between people at all times beginning at
noon on March 24, 2020 and lasting until noon on April 6, 2020; and

WHERF.AS, public health experts, including those at the CDC and the National Institutes
of Health (NIH), have advised that individuals infected with COVID-19 are contagious



even while experiencing minor or no symptoms and implored leaders to take immediate
action to prevent further community spread of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, preventing and slowing community spread of COVID-19 provides health
systems additional time to obtain personal protective equipment necessary to protect health
care workers and medical equipment necessary to treat COVID-19, and is therefore vital
to the health of the nation;

WHEREAS, in the judgment of the Hiram City Council, there exist emergency
circumstances located within its jurisdiction requiring extraordinary and immediate
response for the protection of the health safety, and welfare of the citizens of the
community, the state, and the natmn and -

WHEREAS, it is essentlal for the governing authonty of the C1ty to.act immediately in
order to minimize the- spread of COVID- 19 and:to prevent or mImmlz_e_ swkness injury, or
death, to p,e__fdp'l'e and alngge:{e’to pg‘f(j'ge__‘rty ;resultj,ng Qm"this pubjl_i:ch‘ th crisis; and

WHEREAS 0.C.G. .'§ 38-3 28 prov1des the pol1t1cal subd1v131ons of th1s state with the
authorlty to make amend .and rescmd such orders, rul' e,nd regulat1ons as may be
neoessary for emergeney management purposes to_sup ment rules and regulatlons

prev10usly held that [u]pon the
nunity has the. rlght to proteet}tself

WHEREAS Sec’uon 13(b
Councﬂ to ‘=*establ1sh proce

prov151ons deemed neeessa1y to deal w1th or meet such an emergency for the proteetion
safety, heaith or well-being of the cmzens of the City, provided that such prov1510ns ‘shall

not impede’ the nghts related.to lawfully possessed fircarms; and

NOW, THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY DECLARED that a local state of emergency
exists within the City and shall continue until the conditions requiring this declaration are

abated.

THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED AND ORDAINED BY THE AUTHORITY OF
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HIRAM AS FOLLOWS:



Section 1. Findings of Fact

For purposes of describing the circumstances which warrant the adoption of an emergency
ordinance, the City Council hereby adopts and makes the findings included in the
“WHEREAS” clauses as findings of fact.

Section 2. Declaration of Public Health State of Emergency

The City Council hereby declares a public health state of emergency within the City of
Hiram because of the proliferation of COVID-19 in the United States and the State of
Georgia, which will remain in force and effect for the duration of the State of Georgia
Public Health Emergency or its earher termination by 1he Clty Council.

Section 3. Persons Showmg Svmntoms

Any person showmg symptems reeognlzed by the CDC as 1nd1eat0rs of COVID-19 shall
refrain from entering publle buﬂdmgs 1estaurants shops pubhc transportation facilities
and all other areas ‘where the public ‘may be, present Such person’ should seek medical
atten‘uon and’ follow the d1reet10ns of thelr medical professmnal untll glven the clearance
to retum to pubhe 1nteraet10n o i

mergency Glty Parks Wlll reopen
y declaration, 2) a deelslon of the
he City Manager D

i the n.0 CNCY;- ll_not d1se0nnect any pubhe utlhty
servxeeprowded" by the Clty on. aeeount of non-payment After the eoneluswn‘of the
declared emergency, persons will have a period of fifteen (15) days to make sueh payments
before serv1ee may be dlscormeeted . SR

Section 6. Classﬁ'lcation of City Servxces AT

For the duration of the declared emergency, the City Manager shall be vested with the
following discretion and authority, to wit:

(a) To categorize City services as either “required” or “discretionary,” and to
periodically review and modify such categories.

b) To assign specific employees to required or discretionary services, and to
gn sp ploy q y
periodically review and modify such assignments.

(¢) To use his or her discretion to permit employees to telework.



(d) To temporarily suspend the provision of discretionary services and to direct
employees who provide discretionary services not to report to work until such time
as the service suspension is lifted or until such time as the City Manager redirects
the employee to other services.

(e) To contract for and expend non-budgeted sums and services, as may in his or her
discretion be required to meet the demands upon government and services of the
City for the duration of the declared emergency, including therein authority to
spend such sums from the reserves of the City in an amount not to exceed
$10,000.00 for a single expenditure. Any such non-budgeted expenditures shall be
reported to the City Councﬂ

(f) To maintain, to the best of the abrhty of'the resources ‘of'the Clty, the provision of
essential serv1ees which shall 1nelude but not be hmlted to pubhe safety, public
works healthcare and permlts R : .

Sectlon 7 Tolhng of Deadhnes

Any: deadhnes for the purchasmg or obtammg by perso T busmesses of oceupatron tax
eertlﬁeates permlts or similar civil approvals mandated > City Code shall be tolled
for ‘the. durat10n of the emergency as establishe herem and 1o __=1-5 days thereafter Sueh
pelsons or businesses shall obtain necessary P sions lequrred by law but deadhnes set
by ihe. City: Code are tolled for the duration of the emer gency as estabhshed herem and for

15 days thereafter

Sectron 8 Eatmg Estabhsh

Restaurants and other eatmg--;_. ere food 18 | served must cease
offerlng dlne— 1S rV10es but-may co tmue prep fing ng offerlng food to customers V1a
dehvery, drrve through or-take-out services. Patrons | empioyees and contractors of the
estabhshments must maintain at least six (6) feet of personal distance between themselves
and others. If a restaurant is- Ticensed to sell beér and wine for on- plel‘IlISGS oonsumption
such restaurant, during the effective dates of thlS ordinance only, shall be authorized to sell
unopened bottles or cans of beer or wine for take-out consumption off-premises.

Section 9. Closure of Certain Businesses

Gyms, fitness centers, pools, social clubs, event facilities, amusement facilities, bowling
alleys, pool halls, theaters, massage parlors, tattoo parlors, nail salons, and any other similar
facility, any facility used for an activity that involves prolonged physical proximity of
individuals, and any facility used for entertainment, social, grooming, or general health
and wellbeing purposes, must close and remain closed for the duration of this emergency.



Section 10. Personal Distance

All other establishments not covered in Section 9 of this Ordinance such as grocery stores,
pharmacies, and other businesses which remain open during the emergency must post
signage on entrance doors informing consumers to maintain at least six (6) feet of personal
distance between themselves and others and shall not allow more than ten (10) people into
such establishment at any one time if such social distancing cannot be maintained.

Section 11. Gatherings

All public and private gatherings of more than ten (10) people occurring outside of a
household or living unit are prohlbrted Nothing in this ordinance, however, prohibits the
gathering of individuals for the purposes of carrylng on business certified as “essential” by
the Georgia Emergency Management Agency. pursuant t0.0.C. G.A§ 38-3-58, designated
by the Governor as crltlcal 1nf1astructure or the provrslon of rnedleal or heaith services.

Sectlon 12 Procurement

The governmg authorrty hér eby Suspends the b1d and competrtwe portlons of the Clty S
Procurement Pohcy or ordlnances and authonze the Clty Manage1 to utrhze ‘the srngle~

durmg the: state of ernergency

ndltlonaIi:Implementatlon

Whﬂe the C1ty reta]ns the erne at the present tlme, thrs Declaratron
does not 'mpose a shelter in place restr ever, ;should Pauldrng Count ] i_rnpose a
shelter in place restrrctron such festriction shall be equally apphcable to the C1t of Hrram

unless otherwrse determmed by the Clty Council.™

Section 14 _

All ordinances or parts of otdinanceés in conflict with the provisions of this Declaration are
hereby suspended during the effective dates of this Declaration (or any extension thercof)
and the terms and provisions of this Declaration shall prevail.

This Ordinance after adoption by the City Council shall become effective immediately.

SO ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HIRAM THIS

DolhDAY OF MNrchn 2020, 0k A3S G




